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Community Priorities
● Budget Exit Poll

● Strategic Planning Coalition

● Community Cafés

● Hours with the Superintendent

● Faculty and Staff Meetings

● Building-Level School Improvement and Safety Teams

“Seek first to understand, then, 
to be understood” 

~ Stephen Covey
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What do we say we value?

What do we show we value?

Where and how do we invest 
our resources?



● Proposed spending = $47,969,200

● Proposed community levy = $16,687,114

● 3.90% increase (less than CPI/inflation)

● Does not exceed NYS allowable levy limit
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2024-2025 School District Budget Notice 2023 - 2024

Adopted 

Budget

2024-2025 

Proposed 

Budget

2024-2025

Contingency 

Budget* 

Total Budget Amount, Not Including Separate Propositions $44,079,101 $47,969,200 $47,342,831 

Increase/Decrease for the 2024-25 School Year  $3,890,099 $3,263,730 

Percentage Increase/Decrease in Proposed Budget  8.83% 7.40% 

Change in Consumer Price Index (CPI)  4.1%  

A. Proposed Levy to Support the Total Budget Amount $16,060,745 $16,687,114  $16,060,745

B. Levy to Support Library Debt, if Applicable $0 $0 

C. Levy for Non-Excludable Propositions, if Applicable** $0 $0 

D. Total Tax Cap Reserve Amount Used to Reduce Current Year Levy $0 $0 

E. Total Proposed School Year Tax Levy (A+B+C+D) $16,060,745 $16,687,114  $16,060,745

F. Total Permissible Exclusions $393,789 $747,034  

G. School Tax Levy Limit, Excluding Levy for Permissible Exclusions $15,666,956 $15,940,080  

H. Total Proposed School Year Tax Levy, Excluding Levy to Support 

Library Debt and/or Permissible Exclusions (E_B_F+D) 

$15,666,956 $15,940,080  

I. Difference: G-H (Negative Value Requires 60% Voter Approval $0 $0  

Administrative Component $3,729,392 $4,031,034 $4,031,034 

Program Component $33,816,248 $37,019,471 $36,493,102 

Capital Component $6,533,461 $6,918,695 $6,818,695 
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NYS Allowable Levy Limit Calculation



Community Priority #1:
 

Student Needs & 
Opportunities



● A school social worker at each building
● Guidance counselors at the MS & HS
● Both elementary and secondary school psychologists
● STEAM programs at every building
● Drone and Lego Robotics programs
● Intramural programs
● After school and summer tutoring
● Extraclassroom Activities and Clubs 

(ie. FFA, gaming club, student council, EPIC Kids)
● Summer Camp Invention and Invention Project
● Summer LEAP Program
● Athletic, and co-curricular summer camps
● ELA and Math academic intervention K-12
● MVCC Dual Credit program
● Advanced Placement program
● Articulation agreements with colleges and universities
● Drivers education program

ADDRESSING STUDENT NEEDS & PROVIDING OPPORTUNITIES

● Innovare and Griffis Lab partnerships 
● Seal of Biliteracy and Seal of Civic Readiness
● Literacy and Math Coaches
● Field trips and guest speakers
● Educational tours
● Co-Teaching models of instruction
● Full-day Pre-Kindergarten
● After school late-run transportation
● Summer transportation
● Free breakfast and lunch for all students
● Summer academic support programs
● Comprehensive Interscholastic Athletics 
● Music, Arts, and Drama programs
● Career and Technical Education programs
● Virtual and Alternative Education programs
● Colgate Seminar
● Student leadership development programs

VVS is Committed to Providing our Students With Programs and Services 
that Address Their Needs and Provide Them with Opportunities
Examples of such programs and services that are in the proposed 2024-25 budget include, but 
are not limited to:



STUDENT NEEDS & OPPORTUNITIES

How Much Does VVS Spend Per Student to Support Their Needs and 

Opportunities?



Community Priority #2:
 

VALUE TAXPAYERS’ 
CONTRIBUTION



VALUE TAXPAYERS’ CONTRIBUTION

VVS’ Tax Rate is CONSISTENTLY Lower Than the Regional Average



VALUE TAXPAYERS’ CONTRIBUTION
VVS CONSISTENTLY Provides Comparable or More Programming with Less 
Community Investment Per Student Than Most Districts in the Region

Investment per Student = Tax Levy ÷ Student Enrollment



VALUE TAXPAYERS’ CONTRIBUTION

VVS’ Blended Tax Rate on Full Value is the LOWEST in over 15 Years, and 
It Has DECREASED the Last Three Years in a Row.



VALUE TAXPAYERS’ CONTRIBUTION

VVS CONSISTENTLY Seeks Ways in Which to Reduce the Portion of the 
Budget Supported by the Community’s Investment



VALUE TAXPAYERS’ CONTRIBUTION

VVS Increased the Income Threshold for Its Senior Citizen Exemption:
Seniors May Be Eligible for a Greater REDUCTION in Their Assessments 



Community Priority #3:
 

Safety & Security



Safety and Security is an Integral Part of Every VVS Budget 
● Halo Smart Sensor System Installed; Continued Video Camera Upgrades Planned

● Double-Door Secure Entry: JDG ‘24 ✔, WAW ‘25 (This Budget), EAM ‘26

SAFETY & SECURITY



Elementary Schools’ Double-Door Main Entry Security System Projects

SAFETY & SECURITY
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 2024-2025 
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CONTINGENT 
BUDGET



Proposition #2:

BONDING FOR BUS 
PURCHASE

“Shall the bond resolution adopted on April 16, 2024, by the Board of Education of the City School 

District of the City of Sherrill, Oneida County, New York entitled:  A bond resolution of the Board of 

Education of the City School District of the City of Sherrill, Oneida County, New York (the “District”), 

dated April 16, 2024, authorizing the District (i) to finance the purchase of various school buses and 

related vehicles, at a maximum estimated cost of $867,500, and (ii) to issue serial bonds of the District in 

an aggregate principal amount not to exceed $867,500 to finance such purchase, and delegating the 

power to issue bond anticipation notes in anticipation of the sale of such bonds to the president of the 

Board of Education of the District be approved?”



BUS 
PROPOSITION

● Proposal to purchase 5 buses

● Avg. mileage over 200,000 miles

● District receives 90% aid

● Payments begin 2025-2026

● NO TAX IMPACT for 2024-2025

● Annual cost over 5 years: $14,375



BUS PROPOSITION



Proposition #3:

SCHOOL BOARD 
ELECTION

One Vacancy 
May 1st Deadline for Candidate Petitions(s)



VVS - A great place to learn, to work, and to live!


